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Watch the OCCA 2025 Lunar New Year Gala here!
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For photos from the event, please visit
https://gallery.rossmedia.com/2025lunar
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The Eventful Lunar New Year Celebration
by Claire He

On Saturday, February 1, 2025, the vibrant and festive
spirit of Lunar New Year took over Chester Academy,
bringing together performers, students, and community
members for a day of cultural celebration. Many individuals,
including performers, the Orange County Chinese School
Student Government Association (OCCS SGA), and other
key management personnel, arrived as early as 9:30 AM to
prepare for the busy day ahead. Their dedication ensured a
successful and memorable event filled with traditional
performances, delicious food, and joyous festivities.

The moment guests entered Chester Academy, they were
greeted by an enchanting display of red and gold
decorations, symbolizing luck, prosperity, and happiness.
Red lanterns (£ kT %) were strung across hallways, glowing
warmly and creating an atmosphere of joy and unity. Large
golden “48” (fortune) characters were displayed on walls and
doors, welcoming good luck for the new year. The vibrant
colors and intricate decorations brought Chester Academy to
life, truly capturing the essence of Lunar New Year
celebrations.

The event would not have been possible without the hard
work and leadership of several key figures. Special thanks go
to the OCCS Principal, Juan Li (Z18), for her commitment
to promoting cultural education and announcing
performances. The Dean of Students, Kun Tan (i&E i),
played a crucial role in organizing and supporting the event,
ensuring everything ran smoothly. Additionally, the Advisor
of OCCS SGA, Qian He ({d ), provided guidance to
student leaders, allowing them to take an active role in
planning and executing the celebration.

(cont. next page)
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A special highlight of the celebration was the
recognition of the Orange County Chinese Association
(OCCA) and OCCS for their outstanding contributions
to the community. Senior Constituent Services
Specialist Ryan Hatch, on behalf of Senator James
Skoufis, generously presented a New York State Lunar
New Year Day Proclamation, honoring OCCA and
OCCS for their exemplary community service and
dedication to promoting Chinese culture and
education. Adding to the prestige of the event,
representatives from the Chinese Consulate General
attended the gala, showing their support and
celebrating the vibrant cultural exchange fostered by
the community. Their presence underscored the
importance of cultural unity and heritage, making this
Lunar New Year celebration even more meaningful.

The OCCS SGA played a significant role in
coordinating the event and ensuring everything ran
smoothly. Special recognition goes to:

President: Anthony Chen

Co-President: Andrew Wu

Vice President: Jovia Zhang

Treasurer: Kevin Jin

Secretary: Claire He

Public Relations Officers: Alyssa Chen & Michael Cui
Historians: Andrew Yang & Fiona Chen

Exciting Performances & Community Engagement
-
Throughout the day, guests were treated to a '
variety of performances, including traditional Chinese
dances, martial arts demonstrations, and musical acts
featuring classical instruments such as the guzheng and
hulusi. Performers dazzled the audience with their
talent, while attendees enjoyed festive decorations and
authentic Chinese cuisine. The event successfully
brought the community together, fostering cultural
appreciation and strengthening connections among
students and families.

The Thrilling Raffle Lottery

A major event was the highly anticipated raffle
lottery, held under the theme {(IBTH/AZF 5, HE
# X 8 % ) (“Purchase Charity Tickets, Build a
Thriving Community”). Attendees eagerly participated
in the drawing, hoping to win one or more of the
exciting prizes:

(cont. next page)
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¥ Grand Prize: $500 in cash

8 Five Top Prizes:

@ First Prize — Latest Release Apple Watch Series 10
($399, donated by OCCA)

@ Second Prize — HP Stream 14” HD BrightView
Laptop ($299, donated by OCCA)

® Third Prize — Loro Piana Italian Cashmere Scarf
(Original price $595, donated by member Zhang
Guiying)

® Fourth Prize — $200 in cash (donated by student
Andrew Yang)

B Fifth Prize — $100 in cash (donated by members
Shuxiang Li and Tracy Chen)

Acknowledging Key Leadership & Organizers

This grand event was made possible through
member contributions of the OCCA Board:

Joseph Shih: President (&£1<)

Hai Luo: Vice President & External Relations (&<
FIMNEK)

LeAnn Chen: Vice President & Website Management
(Bl KRWLEEIE)

Juan Li: Principal (#51K)

June Tang: Treasurer (i1 5%)

Peter Shi: Secretary & Chinese Editor (A4 3% 51 X %5
48)

Xiaoming Shen: Sponsorship (#EBf)

Cindy Rider: Recreational Activities (5 R)

Susan Qu: General Affairs (£5%)

Nancy Song: Newsletter Editor-in-Chief (Newsletter
B 4)

Christy Shih: Youth Programs & Design (/>4 /
Design)

A Resounding Success

The OCCA Lunar New Year celebration at Chester
Academy was a remarkable success. With the
dedication of organizers, performers, and volunteers,
the event provided an unforgettable experience for all
who attended. It was a day filled with joy, tradition,
and a shared appreciation for Chinese culture.
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Top to bottom, left to right:
hiEsE. (EUWRTTS) Xinjiang Dance — Harvest Season by #:% I %5 28 $x £ ] Hope Sing Dance and Art Troupe
BEmmig: (FEAN)Y Solo - Chinese by & Fei Gao
FRIE: (FERIE) Performance — Tough Love by 5} F X F R B =YL
HEIE: (FL1ER) Hulusi Solo — Pear Blossom Rain by Claire He fa[{/1%
=Bl (FThEE) “—IE LR A" Peking Opera — Beating the Dragon Robe “Kneeling in the Dust Upon Seeing the
Emperor” by 3T jx, Lan Jiang
FE. (FEBBEEK) Performance — Chinese Yo-Yo by Jesse Shih sz BT
4
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Top to bottom, left to right:
7. HEMZE. (FEMI) Guzheng Solo — Midnight Autumn Song by Avril Zhuang F{£5

ES /2
8. BEMIIE: (FERKIIZEM/K) Solo - The Waters of the Yangtze River Flow East by 52 Gai Yi
9. HFE{EL+IMFHEE Dr. Ping Xu Moroney Paints Live by {F3¥{&+ Dr. Ping Xu Moroney (f#1 Narrator: £ B Na Cui)
10. BEREER: (CRIE! £EIE! ) Uyghur Dance — Come On! Dance! by OCCA #&4£££ % H| OCCA Dance Troupe
11. TFERFEAE (HERERY (KRERE) (BIH) (FEHARK) Acapella Mixed Chorus — Happy New Year,

Congratulations, Pastoral Song, Auld Lang Syne by % B 8B & & 1gH]

 ERBIGE (LS (FEZHR) The Wizard of Oz Musical — “Wonderful Journey” by #5E8th XX 45 B B F 8T
5
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Top to bottom, left to right:

13. ZEMIE: (T, B&O, J) Solo - See You at the Next Intersection by 353 Ruixue Yuan

14, NREMZE: (& JUAHT) Violin Solo — Czardas by Kevin Jin €813 (502 Piano: Jennifer Song SR[A [H)

15. &EMIE: (5% LR Solo — No Sleep Tonight by Dorothy Plummer

16. ££5%: (APT.) Dance - APT. by #5&Fh L5 K54 OCCS Students

17. 518 (X3&FI5KIm) Choir — Holy Forever by #8ER1E N B #H <& /> EME3FHE OCCCC Youth Choir

18. BM8: (EHE A (A) Choir— Because Love Is In The Heart by #58F# 3 F 44 #0134 Teachers, Parents, and

Students of the Orange County Chinese School
6
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A big thank you to our
volunteers, performers, and
sponsors for all their support!
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OCCA 2025 f il EEN BB EM N R EREL B E
OCCA 2025 Lunar New Year Sponsors/Volunteers Appreciation Dinner

Flaming Grill & Buffet, Newburgh, NY | Saturday, February 22, 2025
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Due to inclement weather, OCCCC canceled in-person service on Sunday February 9 and Sunday, February 16, 2025.
Service was held virtually over Zoom.
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Watch musical performances by Dorothy Plummer and Nancy Song
from the Pfizer Pearl River GAA Lunar New Year Celebration 2025!

-

Dorothy ) Pummge
pree

.i No Sleep Tonight ;
i

TAI CHIMONDAY EVENINGS

Experlence meditation in motion.
5pm Mondays @Orange County Christian Community Church
48 Cheechunk Rd. Goshen NY
6 weeks session $30 - Starting Monday April 21st
All skill levels are welcome.

v :

Livia Kohn, Ph.D. began practicing Tai Chi in 1976 & is a certified
instructor of Tai Chi. To sign up contact her at liviakohn@proton.me

Sponsored by: Orange County Chinese Association

10
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Proclamation

Bhereas, New York State is home to many Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) communities and we join in
commemorating their most significant holiday rooted in ancient history and tradition, as we welcome the arrival of Lunar New Year
4723 and share in festivitics and celebrations to mark this joyous occasion; and

FIPereas, our AAPI communities contribute significantly to American society and we recognize it is important that their
ancestral heritage is passed down to younger generations; in 2023, I proudly signed legislation that designates Lunar New Year as
an official school holiday across New Yotk State, providing a meaningful opportunity for children in the AAPI community to
participate an event that is such an inherent part of their culture, and to share with others one of the most beautiful holidays
celebrated worldwide; and

¥hereas, cach year of the lunar calendar is represented by one of 12 zodiac animal signs along the sun’s path through the
universe; 2025 is the “Year of the Snake” — the sixth sign of the zodiac that symbolizes renewal and change, and represents the
qualities of wisdom, calmness, determination, adaptability, mystery, and transformation; and

gbettﬁs, dating back thousands of years, the Lunar New Year is founded in the rite of spring and the agricultural cycle
of ploughing and planting new crops, as it marks the period of time when farmers could take a rest from their work in the fields to

be with their families; and

g']tftaﬂ, the Lunar New Year begins with the new moon on the first day of the first lunar month, this year on January
29th, and celebratory events are held for the next fifteen days, ending with the full moon on February 12th; and

EDQW&B’, today, individuals, families, and communities around the world celebrate the Lunar New Year with joyful feasts
of food and dance, brightly colored decorations, exchanges of gifts, tributes to celestial deities, and special expressions of
remembrance and respect for ancestors who have bestowed these cherished traditions for generations to follow; and

¥hereas, New Yorkers look forward to experiencing one of the most beautiful aspects of AAPI culture by sharing in the
celebration of Lunar New Year 4723 and find great hope in its promise of good health and prosperity for all;

ﬁﬂm, 'OIberetote, 1, Kathy Hochul, Governor of the State of New York, do hereby proclaim January 29, 2025 as

LUNAR NEW YEAR DAY

in the Empire State.

@iben  under myhand and the Privy Seal of the State
at the Capitol in the City of Albany this twenty-second

day of January in the year two thousand twenty-five.

ng Hedet_

obernotr

Secretdry to the Governor
Karen Persichilli Keogh
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R T
B EETARIERD.
|

MY A\ FF Agent

E—5 (Magree Wang)
136-20 38" Ave, Queens Crossing, 12" Floor
Flushing, NY 11354

/ 929-369-1777, 929-317-0076
ywang25@ft.newyorklife.com

STFHRE, SAFMAM, AHAAFALTAIMRBEIRA, o FiX, —HURES
S e 5K A K. The offering documents (policies, contracts, etc.) for all New York Life and its
subsidiaries products are available only in English. In the event of a dispute, the provisions in the
policies and contracts will prevail.

Insure. Prepare. Retire. Be good at life.
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Yanming Zu {HZENE
PhD, RPh, LAc HREE§t3% BE

HEL, HFIFEL, AAREMAFIG, FFEARALIMNHNRTRIT

REMNEAMTHIE GIRBEERET) , EOGTEMEERE, SMEE (X
%, BAX, RRXF) , KikF (8%, RZ, HRELF) , I8E (BHd
g, 2RI, FHUIEF) , BHELRRK (BR, KS, 85, E#F) , K
i (2, F#, LEHaES) , BB, TRE, ARBRERF (R2E, FEI
B, BYIRIERT) , UEREMESKR (KR, %, I8F) .

Dr. Yanming Zu, PhD, RPh, LAc, PhD in Pharmaceutics, New York State Registered
Pharmacist, New Jersey and New York State Licensed Acupuncturist. Currently
practicing Chinese Medicine in New Jersey (acupuncture, massage, and cupping,
etc.). She is good at treating various difficult and complicated diseases, various
pain conditions (arthritis, frozen shoulder, tendonitis, etc.), skin diseases (eczema,
rubella, herpes zoster, etc.), allergies (hay fever, cold air
allergies, seasonal allergies, etc.), gastrointestinal
diseases (stomach acid reflex, flatulence, diarrhea,
constipation, etc.), wind diseases (vertigo, tremors,
child Tourette Syndrome, etc.), tinnitus, dry eyes,
gynecological and andrological disorders (infertility,
uterine fibroids, prostatic hypertrophy, etc.), and
various emotional diseases (insomnia, dreaminess,
depression, etc.).

Mezu Health LLC 12 Cobblestone Way, Tenafly, NJ 07670 Tel: 845-248-1688
email: yanmingzull24@gmail.com

13
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Daily Sexvice Inc.
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o e 718-885-5437 | 718-300-2298

35 Buena Vista Terr
Central Valley, NY 10917

136-20 38th Ave 11G
Flushing, NY 11354

Ll
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To KNow GOD &

To MAKE HIM KNOWN
n'b\n&t::jtﬁ;ﬁﬁi'!m{f%

4'.mm|||||||||mmmnnmm o o

Service Schedule ?wmﬁ,-—-,” ‘!UUI [T1 [I]

HER=FE:

Sun 2:30 PM- Worship Service T HEHE
Tue 8 PM- Middletown Small Group
Wed 10 AM- Women'’s Bible Study
Wed 8 PM- Church Prayer Meeting

Thu 8:30 AM- Galleria Small Group
Thu 10 AM- Monroe Small Group

Fri 8 PM- Bible Study Group
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WARWICK MEDICAL ASSOCIATES, LLE

SHUANG-PING WANG, MD
“ .' Specializing in Internal Medicine

2 & Geriatrics
é 5 Grand St. Warwick, NY 1099(
T (845) 986-7885

Jenny Q.Lu, MD, PPLC

Jenny Lu, D, Faily Medicine

75 Crystal Run Rd Ste 105,
(845) 692-3542

etown, NY 10941
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% & B M %

THHE #+
EREFEE

3720 Prince Street, Ste 2A,
Flushing, NY 12582

F#: 845-475-1357
1% H: 347-331-0682
& #: thting1788@gmail.com

BIVEA L H — AR E W REME Ok
Rifa AR ﬁ\( '
BAREHFR > ZMFLEER AT \V g
BAARBEHTHY > MM AKHRREELFSEHER?
YERREWTETFRETFFERAGRKEEA?

ko fTEGERAE A RHEFTHEUAN? RABREHEA L ?

ARF5R B

- BRASERS - REFFTEALEH

- AFERER - Ex/ R BERR

- R SRE - RAMAK/EERE
R P
BN ey o

Arthur Pan BB E EFEn Hi FAZL in Middletown, NY. 2R L5
MBI, LRESER, KITEAKBENEBEREL, 5
T1ER By, BEXRE1E: (845) 648-5426

Arthur Pan, clarinet and saxophone private tutor in Middletown,
NY. Graduated from The Music Middle School Affiliated to
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, Shanghai Conservatory of Music,
and Boston University College of Fine Arts with a Master’s Degree.
Ten years of work experience. Tel: (845) 648-5426
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C§' COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

EMPOWERING SAVVY

MOVES ACROSS THE Orange County 5 12
BN, EIZEZEKE, A
HUDSON VALLEY ﬁ R B, BFHE,
R }'é Bﬁ K, Hitk, BE, F

E, BN, BHBEREIE,
IEREEE, BaHRIEFL

2, MNRZ, WilEE:
(646) 409-9507 Johnny &

Orange County experienced
decoration team undertakes
e All kinds of water,
electricity, air conditioning
and heating installation and
maintenance.

e Renovation of kitchen,
CONTACT JANE TODAY bathroom, waterproofing,
TO GET STARTED. floor, paint, driveway, roof

e Proficient in all kinds of
restaurant, nail salon
decoration, including
application for construction

JANE CC NGUYEN permit, exhaust system.

LICENSED REAL ESTATE SALESPERSON | SFR*
COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

o
SCAN FOR
WECHAT

C. 845.729.0288 | O. 845.634.0400 Inquiries welcome:

JANE.NGUYEN@CBMOVES.COM | JANENGUYEN.COM

170 NORTH MAIN STREET | NEW CITY, NY 10956

(646) 409-9507
Johnny Chen

# 4N\ O @ o

€t Ascaoton J Anico
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Delicious Chinese Food to Take Out and Buffet

Address: 3 Grand Street, Warwick, NY 10990 (Across from the Hospital)
Open Hours: Buffet Price

: Mon.—Thur. 11:00am —10:00pm Adult $6.95(59.95)
Yool Fri & Sat. 11:00am — 11:00pm Child 3 to 9 $4.50(55.75)

12:00pm = 10:OOpm Chl'd Under 2 Free

,‘ ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE SCHOOL-NY

P
BT T

Auntie Guan's Klt‘cli‘e':‘iﬁ‘]_w ;“‘L Y & OCCA ¥

+F | s 3,
—~ e P - Q BN SN e .
i- : Sy ; R Sl ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE ASSOCIATION - NY
Al N : ey ; > % "v
& o F 7 p 4

EF LA

REEFE ZRAL KUK
FEER itz EE

Tel: 917-353-2355 ; : : g
845-888-0034 i T
385 Gumaer Falls Rd, Wurtsboro, NY 12790 % 3 ‘ $2° onneR CeRTCAT

4
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Olylife Other Sponsors and Family &

Sandy Gee Individual Cash Donations

201-336-2346 — > Chacolate Spa & Nail, Monroe
— Huo Li Food Inc., Brooklyn

Iron Chef, Central Valley
Jay’s Deli, Highland Mills
McDonald’s, Monroe
. : Okaeri Sushi Hibachi, Monroe
Tera-P90 Powerhouse Gym, Harriman
\ Queen Nails, Chester
Woodbury Common Premium Outlets,
Central Valley
You You Asian Cuisine, Middletown
7 K &% % Wan Ja Shan

Pulsed Magnetoelectricity Mg & FE & AHLIE 8
The Efficacy of Tera-P90 . An Hua & Tina Chen
Promote Microcirculation Improve Lymphatic Damage AndreW Yang
Promote Metabolism Regulates Organ’s Function . .
Stimulates Cell Activity Activate Gonads ShUXIang LI (Tracy Chen)
Improve Obesity Remove Impurities In Body jl] }"Y%
Relive Muscle Strain Eliminates Inflammation
w%“*%

Collagen Regeneration Delay Aging
<
Smoothen Wrinkles q{ _3*-_
° Wy

ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE SCHOOL-NY

Onsngt County Clinest Puseciation ZH 25 BB T= N2

THE ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE ASSOCIATION (OCCA) IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION WITH 39 YEARS
OF HISTORY. OCCA’S MISSION IS TO PROVIDE CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, AND OTHER INSTITUTIONAL
PROGRAMS TO PROMOTE CHINESE CULTURE AND HERITAGE WHILE ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF LIFE
WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY. THIS IS CARRIED OUT THROUGH OCCA’S COMMUNITY ACTIVITY PROGRAMS
AND ITS SUBSIDIARY, ORANGE COUNTY CHINESE SCHOOL (OCCS). OCCA BELONGS TO EVERYONE,
INCLUDING ITS MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND THOSE WHO LOVE CHINESE CULTURE AND ARE INTERESTED
IN LEARNING THE CHINESE LANGUAGE. FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT US AT WWW.OCCANY.ORG OR
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/OCCANY/. THANK YOU!

OCCA 2025 Board of Directors: Joseph Shih, Hai Luo, LeAnn Chen, Juan Li, June Tang, Peter Shi, Xiaoming Shen,
Susan Qu, Cindy Rider, Nancy Song, Christy Shih

OCCA/OCCS Adyvisors: Pak Leung, Kangjian Wu

OCCS 2025 Student Government Association Officers: Anthony Chen, Andrew Wu, Jovia Zhang, Kevin Jin, Claire He,
Alyssa Chen, Michael Cui, Andrew Yang, Fiona Chen, Ms. Qian He (Advisor)

Newsletter Editor-in-Chief: Nancy Song; Chinese Editor: Peter Shi
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